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"R171,5m Water Project for
9 000 Households”™
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“While the Communication Unit

of Victor Khanye Local
Municipality is to keep the
community informed about
municipal affairs, it also has a
major challenge to get all the
municipal departments to
understand one and another.”

This 1s the view of the Assistant
Manager of the Communication
Unit, Sentabaleng Masemala,

“The importance of community
interaction always takes the front seat
and in the process, one is inclined to
forget the communication needs
within the municipality.

“Let me explun. The day to day
dutics of each municipal department
allows very lictle time for interaction.
Each department has its own
challenges and in most instances is
not concerned what poes on in ather
departments. However, cach
department is a vital cog in the
municipal machine and interaction
therefore is of greatimportance.

“To this end, 1 see the bigoest
challenges are to keep employees in
each department informed abour the
workings of other departments. An
internal newsletter with specific aims
could assist in spreading
departmental informaton.

“This newsletter will also assist mn
improving relations between
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departments as it will focus on the
activities of municipal department in
future editions,” she said.

She belicves the interaction berween
the political leadership and the public
is creatng a better understanding of
the functions of the municipality,
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municipality,”

She concludes by saying: “The
Communication Unit's vision and
that of the newsletter seeks to
meet the same or walk parallel
with that of the municipality in
order to cater for a broader
community.”

“This 15 a very high prionty of the -Editor
[ L
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R 171,5M WATER PROJECT FOR DELMAJS

The massive bulk water projeet in the Victor Khanye Local Municipality is part of the national government's
drive to bring services to the people. This R171, 5m water project was recently lannched by the Minister of
Water and Environmental Affairs, Edna Molewa and the Premier of Mpumalanga, David Mabuza.

The Bloemendal- Delmas bulk water project will go a long way in addressing water shortages in the area. It
is envisaged that once the scheme is completed, more than 9 000 honseholds will have running water

The water project is part of

government's drive to bring
services to the people of this
country. The Minister referred to
past water challenges in Delmas,
resulting in the outbreak of water
borne discases. “The Bloemendal
water scheme will go a long way in
addressing water shortages in the
arca and aveiding past
oceurrences,” Molewa said

The municipality 15 confronted with
an inadequate water supply which is
aggravated in the dry seasons. This
bulk witer scheme will ensure a
constant water supply of some 25
mega liters a day A reservoir with
storage capacity of 10 mega liters
forms part of this scheme and will be
constructed midway in the bulk
pipeline,

The warer supply will be sufficient to
meet the town's water needs up o
2016, While ar the same time, mect
future growth and development and
wiater demands, 1t was said.

The Bloemendal- Delmas scheme
will see a reconfigured water network,
Rand Water's Modder-Oas reservoir
will feed the reservoirs in Sundra and
Eloff which supplies water to 367
houschalds. Water from borcholes
will meet the water demands of 7 640
houscholds in Botleng's cxtensions
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34506 and cxtension 7 stll o be
developed with an estimated 1 406

houscholds feeding from boreholes.

The water project will have a posidve
impact on houscholds in other areas
in the municipality as this scheme will
also supply water to the town of

The Premier of Mpumalanga,
David Mabuza... also attended

the Bloemendal Water
Project launch

Delmas, Delmas West, Delmas
extensions 1 to Scheme 88,
Delpark 2 and 4, Botleng proper and
the Mandela informal settdement
The number of houscholds in these
areas 156 G800,

Both the Minister and Premier
expressed concern that communides

Continues on page 4




in outlying municipal areas namely
Hawerklip some 21 km from Dielmas
and Groenfontein, 34 km  further
north having to rely on water tankers.

They promised to have more
boreholes drilled in these arecas o
ensure a constant supply of watér
Another concern is that of
communities living on  privacely
owned land who are withour basic
services also having o rely on water
tankers for their water needs.

“The municipality and landowners
must come up with solutions
whereby these people can be
provided with potable water: Thisis a
matter of great importance and
urgency, Molewa said,

F'he municipality faces
serious challenges reparding water

conscrvation and demand
management. These challenges
primarily caused through leakages
and high pressures exerted on the
supply lines during  consumption
peaks

Water restrictions  between
Sam and 1 lam and again between the
hours 16000 and 11hO0D apply to
ensure an uninterrapted water supply
to-all areas butalso in high lying areas
namely Botleng extensions 4, 5 and 6.
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67 MINUTES TO HONOUR MANDELA

Mpumalanga provinee's MEC for Commmmnity Safety, Security and Liaison, Vusi Shongwe, recently issued a
stern warning to those abusing women and children saying the criminal and justice system will

show them no mercy

The MEC issued this warning at
the Sizofunda Primary School in
Sundra during a ceremony
whereby he presented learners of
the school with uniforms. This
momentous occasion formed part
of the 67 minutes to honour
former president Nelson

Mandela.

Amongst the many dignitaries was
the Executive Mayor of Victor
Khanye Local Municipality, Clle. Eva
Makhabane.

Addressing the teachers and learners,
the MEC said his department is
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commirted to eradicate all sorts of
contact come in communitics,. ““The
16 Days campaign 15 pare and parcel
of the department’s drive to fight

crime on a daily basis”

“The department has implemented a
number of gender-based violence
projects in conjunction with varous
stakcholders on an ongoing basis. |
call on all educarors and learners to
continue taking education seriously,
as cducation would assist eradicating
vatious social ills that could lead to
criminal behaviour,” the MEC zaid.

“T warn those who abuse women
and children to stop because the
criminal and justice processes
would ensure that they will not be
shown any mercy,” Shongwe
concluded.

The day was graced with varions




YOUTH MATTERS

- Editor, Sentebaleng Masemola

Debating in high school is often used by teachers to measure learning, but it can sometimes also be a fun

activity. Debate gives children the time to shine, where popularity or

The Inter-provincial Debate
Festival was held at the Sundra
High School. Learners in grade 10
and 11 from 11 high schools took
partin this debate festival

. Swartklip Combined School,
(second) malked away nith the frophies —
a meedal for their ontstanding performance

Victor Khanye Local Municipality, in
conjunction with the Department of
Education Debate Committee,
hosted the Inter-Provincial Debate
Festival,

According to Mr] Pambo, the

Chairpersomn of the Delmas Circuir
Debate, the festival's main aim is to
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give learners exposure in public
speaking, while also improving their
confidence and analydc skills in
fictinnal discussions.

“The argunients which the child
makes, 15 a reflecton of how well
he/or she has researched, analyzed
and concluded based on the subject
matter at hand.” Pambo sad.

The following subjects were
debated:

Should government
employees be involved in business?

Should local government
play a prominent role in reducing the
usage of drugsin out townships?

Should apartheid be blamed
for the slow development in our

country?

ls the media the major cause
of teenage pregnancies?

Is Further Education
Training Colleges the source of skills
development in the country?

Is the youth wage subsidy
the solution for the youth
unemployment erisis in the country?

In his closing remarks Muzi Duma,
VELM's Youth Coordinator,
encouraged the learners to fully
understand and memorize their
speeches. He did howewver
complimented all the speakers for
being audible enough, He also
announced that the municipality
would keep on supporting  these
events as they are 4 means towards
growing future leaders,




“While the Victor Khanve Local
Municipality (VELM) over the years
accelerated the process of
transformation in line with national
government's policy, there is sdll
room for improvement. Our people
are better off than yesterday and
tomorrow they will be even better
off, but we must carry on to further
enhance the lives of our people™.

“En route towards rransformation and
a herter life for all, informal settlements
are stumbling blocks which must be
overcome so thar we can create a better
life for all. We as a mu1'|ici'|'.|a|'t11.' gt
leave no stone unturned o eradicate
informal setdements. Only then can
this municipality create a berter life for
all”, the Chiet Whip MNgoma, said,

In his message, he referred o the
conditons of the people of VKLM and
said it could best be expressed in the
words of Negupd wa Thionga, an African
scholar whe said: “The abilily of dhanging
the squalor conditions of onr people depends on
the greaterof owr wpyper thinking and @ greater
change in owr aititwde in  mesting Ehe
atpirations of fhose we are supposed o be
rapresenting”

“Ower the past 18 years we have
accelerated rthe process of
rransforming the stare and society. The
Aftican National Congress has agreed
on key areas that are critical in realizing
our strategic goal of building a
developmental state.

“We have ensured that the programmes
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CHIEF WHIP OVERVIEW

In this article the Chief Whip of Vietor Ehanye Local Municipality, Cllr. H
Ngoms, deal with & number of issnes such s ward committees, his role as
Chief Whip, informal settlements and the disruption of mmmicipal services

presented 1o the communities in May
2011, were changed into specific
projects in each Bnancial year through
te-ditecting resources towards the
upliftment of eur communities.

“To date, our people have access to
clean water, housing, sanitation and
elecrricity. However, we will contnue to
intensify eur efforts to eradicate
informal sertdements o ensure a better
life for all "Mpoma said.

The Chief Whip also condemned in the
strongest possible terms, the disruption
of municipal services in Mawag, ““This
kind of action has a negative impact on
the development of our people and is
forelgn to our democracy!™

Political cohesion

Asked how cooperative’ governance
and political cohesion is maintained,
MNgoma said through a number of
intergovernmental structures and
stakeholder enpagement such as:

] Mayot's Coordinating Forum
where all stakeholders partcipate
Intergovernmental  relations,
platform for all sector departments
The quarterly Lekgotla
whereby challenges esperienced by
stakeholders, are discussed and
feedback on projects are exchanged.
“The Intergovernmental Relanons Act
is instrumental in improving
integration amongst all spheres of
govetnment in both poliey and
implementation,” he u.-*xp].mwu.‘l.

The Chief Whip is tasked with the
monitoring and implementing a
whipping system ensuring that Council
artends to its task. Furthetmore, also
ensuring sound political management
amongst all councilors and parties
tepresented in council, thereby
ensuring poliical cohesion:

Council adopted the Performance
Management System allowing Counel
to monitor the performance of its
administration. The Office of rthe
Chiet Whip, as the “political manager™
in turn, moenitors the performance of
Councillors of the Ruling Parcy,

“The legislative context of our country
15 that communities must participate in
matters of local government - the
defining fearure during this final stage
of local povernment transformation’,
MNegoma explained.

Functions

The main funcrions of the Chief Whip
are:

The Chief Whip 15 the link
berween the Ruling Party and the
municipality

Monitors the performance of
all Councillors of the Ruling Party
4 Ensure political cohesion
amongst all polincal pardes in the
Councl

See to it that Councillors
attend to their duties as :::-'.;‘.nucm.l froum
them

[Define the conduct rules for
Councillors
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